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- Miami-Dade County Wetlands Outreach
Efforts and Opportunities

Miami-Dade County Wetlands Advisory Task Force

November 30, 2011

Evan Skornick, Manager
Natural Resources Regulation and Restoration Division
Permitting, Environment and Regulatory Affairs
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—

DERM Outreach Efforts:

« Wetlands letter to realtors and brokers (2006)
« “Wetlands Permitting” brochures (2008)

« DERM’s Website

 County’s “Environmental Considerations” GIS
Tool

 Attendance at public meetings (i.e. APAB,
workshops, town halls, etc.)



—

Outreach Letters:

» |etters sent to realtors, appraisers, title
companies, land use attorneys and
developers.

« Names were identified as being involved
In land acquisition and development In
agricultural and open land areas.
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W e Ll

13 5 2nd Aeryue, PH 1

siami, Flarida 331301540

T 305-372-67% F 3053716739

October 24, 2006 S

‘Wour Homeslead Appraiser
23595 W 152 Avenue
Homestead, FL 33032

RE:  Wetlands Junisdiction
Dear Heal Esfate/Legal Professional:

Thig kithar is providied 4% & courlesy to you and your clients régarding normation
ihat is important for any proparty developmant, real estgte transaction, or business
planning procasses involving ihe use of lands 1hat may contain wellands.

As you may know, welands re an imporant pan of the Souh Flonda landscape,
They prceich valuable habitat for many of oud ufigue plands and animals and they
dlso help store and recharme Miami-Dade Counby's sourcl of drinking water,
Bacause of thése important charactesistics, weilands afe regulated by County, State
and Federal rules. Pérmits are requirad for any work occuming in wetlands
anywhere in Miami-Dade Courty. Resource agencies such as the Department of
Emvwonmental Resourcas Management (DERM) and the South Florida Water
Managerment District (SFWMD) use criterla sel fosth in State and Counly rules 1o
identily Jurisdictional wetlands™. Characterislics such as the type of plams present,
soil typs, and site are al used to wentdy areas that fall undar the
regulatory dafinition of urisdichonal wellands™.

As with any due dibgence in a real estaie fransaction or in development of a
pusinese plan, all faciors that may affect the costs associated with achieving the
desired goal tor the propery ehould be imvestigated and tharoughly considered,
Because of the lime and cosis associgled wilh obfaining permits for work in
watlands, proparty owners, prospective propery owners and anyong planning any
lend devalogment acthity, agriculiural activity or other work = angas that may
contain wetiands should contact DEAM for information on wellands reguations,
identilication of juisdctional wellend areas and permiting and miigation
requiremenis prior by commencing these actvities. Obizining this inlormation fram
DERM provides the pullic with mare 16015 1o make intormed decisions on property
acquisition and utilization and can help prevent coslly enfarcement actions that can
result from parfarming unauthodzed work in wellands.

In aeder 1o assist in this manner, DEAM is available o review our files and recands,
reséarch aeral photographs and review our permitiing dalabase to assisl with
praviding infarrmation on wheiher a site conlaing [ursdctional wetlands and whatber
a permit & required for work on a particular site.  This infofmation can oftén be
obilained quickly, frequentty by phone and &t no cost to tha raquestor, In addition,
becayse of the unigee fles thet agriculiure has to the South Mami-Dade region,
DERM recognizes a specal need fo provide this eervics 1o the agriculural
community. In Qrdat o IBGHII:EIJF this servica, the mignt his craaled a new

T,"r‘;."]'fi'-'-'i:; Coueellence Every Dav

Watlands Jurisdigtion
Page 2

pasiion within 1he Wetland Resourcas Section of DERM 1o act a% the primasy paint
of contacl for agriculiural related welland issses, This contact, Lazaro Cuinting, 5
availabla to provide prompt responsas related bo the polential welland jursdiction
of property and will help io explain the pemitting process | & permd i required.

Prior to purchasing property or bafors clearing land to establish agriculiure, please
contact Mr. Quintno at (305) 372-6626. IF office records arg insufficlent to provide
an immediate answer io your guestions, Mr. Cuinting wil priortize a fleld
inspection and i requested, can provide a withen latter stating whether & wetland
el will b required from he County 107 iIMpacts 1o the parcel in quaglion,

Pieaes be adwvised that the South Florda Waler Management Chstrict (800-432-
2046) and the U_S. Army Corps of Engineers (305-526-7181) also regulate impacis
fo wetlands and should also be contactsd 10 detsmmine thelr jurisdicton and
prTIitting FpguifErEnts.

If you have any questions of would like addiional indormation, please contact
Lazaro Cluinting at (305) 372-6626 or Maf Daws, Manager of DERM's Wellands
Rescurces Section at (305) A72-6504.

drios Espinosa, P.E.
Acting Direclor



- Wetlands Permitting Brochures (2008):

 Provided to Farm Bureau, Ag. Ext Service,
Ag Manager’s office and other outlets
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PERAs Website...
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{:'_'Miami—DadE County - Permitting, Environment and Regulatory Affairs - Freshwater Wetlands —

“ - |g, hitkp: [ v, miamidade . goviderm)freshwater_wetlands, asp j |E| |£| ILive Search

'i} 'ﬁ? & | Miami-Dade County - Permitting, Environment and Re... |
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effortless forthe birds.

Because marshland is very important to the Florida landscape, the Everglades Restoration Project has been developed
with the efforts of The Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the South Flarida Water Management District.
The plan was approved to restore the ariginal “river of grass.” It will capture water that would otherwise make its way to
the acean and direct it back into the marshland. This is the nation’s largest such project, costing 7.8 billion and about
20 years to develop. The plan will restore vital ecological features ofthe marsh, allowing for a growth in the numbers of
species inhabiting the ecosystem. Ofthe endangered species, the wood stork, snail kite and American crocodile will
benefit and increase. More natural patterns of pre-drainage water flows will be restored, and the water supply will
increase, henefiting urban and agricultural users. Flood protection will also be maintained and even improved, ane thing
that is vital to South Florida.

For more information on wetlands, call 305-372-6585 or email dermwetlands@miamidade.gov.

Wetlands Permitting

What are wetlands and whe
South Florida and any r

o wetlands exist? This information will answer a lot of yvour questions about wetlands in
ant permitting processes.

» Class IV Permits
* Wetlands Brochure - English & Spanish ﬁ (6.8 M

If you cannot view PDF ﬂ files, you can download Acrobat Reader for free from Adobe Systems, Inc. In order to use PDF files, you
must have Acrobat installed on your computer.

Back to Top

Page Last Edited: ¥Wed Oct 12, 2011 11:17:21 AM

MIAM
@ 2011 Miami-Dade County. All rightz rezerved.
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. - Who must use the Standard Class IV Permit?
Permits & Regulations . o

What other permits are needed for the Class [V Parmit Application before | can start work?
Permits

" fenBewes " Wnocan use the ShortForm Class IV Permit?

The following types of projects may be processed as Short Form Class |V Permit applications:

& {learing, farming, placement of clean fill, dredging, plowing or any other work within wetlands requiring a Class
I\ Permit and not hying within the Bird Crive Everglades Wetland Basin or the Narth Trail Wetland Basin and
where the proposed use is consistent with existing zoning regulations and the cumulative area wpon which work
will be performed does not exceed:

Flood Protection o One (1} acre of wetlands in areas designated as "Environmental Protection” on the current Miami-Dade
AE LR R R R LR R R R R R R 1 County Comprehensive Development Waster Flan Wap, or
Fublic: Reconds o Ten {10} acres of wetlands in sress designated as "Open Land” or "Agriculture” on the currsnt Miami-

Diade County Comprehensive Development Master Plan Map, or

o Fifte=n (15} acres of wetlands for lands inside the "Urban Development Boundany Line” as it appears on

the current Miami-Dade County Comprehensive Development Master Plan Map.

& Rock mining in the Transitional Northeast Everglades, the East Turnpike Wetland Basin and the C-5 Wetland
Basin (see Figure 2, Page 4}, when the rock mining has been previoushy approved as an unuseal use by Miami-
Diade County, and the design and development criteria fior the propesed rock mining project does not conflict with
the prior unusual use approval by Miami-Dade County.

& {Clearing, farming, placemsant of clean fill, dredging, plowing or amy other agricultural site alteration within the
Marth Trail Wetland Basin or the Bird Drive Everglades Wetland Basin.

& {Clearing, placement of clean fill or dredging in wetlands associated with 3 medification of the Central and South
Flarida Fleod Contral Project, intended to restore historical patterns of hydrologic flow to Everglades MNational
Park, Florida Bay or Biscayne Bay and performed by the State of Flonida or the United States Gowvemmsent.
Meodifications intended to provide additional drainage of wetland areas shall be precessed as standard fiorm

B mmbmn Thd B TH CILE CR

Permit & Plan Revi

Property Covenants

Mew Businesses

i b b b mimm
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@ - |g, hitkp: f e, miamidade, govderm)fags/class_IV, asp j |E| |E| ILive Search

File Edit ‘iew Favorites Tools  Help

ﬁ ‘Iﬁ? & | Miami-Dade County - Permitting, Environment and Re...
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® LCI=aning, 1=rming, pIECement of & ar=0ging, pRowIng of any OIer SgnCUITLral SIe SIeraten wWIthin the
Marth Trail Wetland Basin or the Bird Drive Everglades Wetland Basin.

& {Clearing, placement of clean fill or dredging in wetlands associated with 3 medification of the Central and South
Flarida Flood Contral Project, intended to restore historical patterns of hydrologic flow to Everglades National
Park, Florida Bay or Biscayne Bay and performed by the State of Flonida or the United States Gowvemment.
Meodifications intended to provide additional drainage of wetland areas shall be processed as standard form
permits subject to the provisions of Chapter 24-58 2 {11} [A).

Who mustuse the Standard Class IV Permit?

Amy project involving work in freshwstsr wetlands that doss not mest one of the criteria for the Short Form permit will be
processed a5 3 standard form Class |V Permit application and will b2 subject to a full public hearing before the Board of
Cowunty Commissioners.

What other permits are needed for the Class IV Permit Application before | can start work?

It should be noted that permits from the US Army Corps of Enginesrs {Conps), the State of Florida Department of
Environmental Protection {DEF) and the Sowth Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) may also be required for
work within Miami-Crade County’s wetland areas. The map in the permit package is not intended for use in determining
the limits of jurisdiction of these agencies. Applicants should contact the following offices to determine if DEP, the
Corps, and 5 i o sl n=cded for 3 particular area:

Armyy Conps of Enginesrs Miami Of fice - 305-528-T181

Department of Envirenmental Protection West Palm Beach Office -
£51-681-6600

Sowth Florida Water Management District West Palm Beach Office -
00-432-2048

- <

= View the Class |V Application Form
= View the Class IV Application Package kM 4

I pow cannad viewr FOF ."'@U'.‘Gaﬂ Jowmioad Acrohat Reader far free from Adobe SyEEms 06 I onder fo wss FOF fes oy
must have Acrobat Insialiad on pour compuier.

Page Last Edied: Thu 0ot 13, 2011 1123340 AM

Home | Priacy Siatement | Disclalmer | Using Our Ske | About Uis | ADA Noflee | Phaone Direclory | Confact Us

MM
22011 Miam-Dade County. All rignts resened




- Personnel:

 Attend the Miami-Dade County Agricultural Practices
Advisory Board Monthly meetings

« Attended several Farm Bureau Meetings and are
available to attend Industry board meetings upon
request

« Appointed a point person for agricultural wetland
concerns: Lazaro Quintino, Certified Arborist

« Offered to do free wetland determinations for
properties in agricultural areas.

10
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~ Online Property Searches/GIS Applications:

Assist prospective land buyers In performing due
diligence

Worked with County IT and the County Property
Appraisers office to add a link to “my property” page

Opens a connection to County GIS application titled
“Business Incentives/Environmental Considerations”

Includes PERA maintained GIS mapping layers for
various environmental issues Including Wetland
Basins, Wetland Areas of Concern, Flood Zones,
Contaminated Sites, Superfund Sites, Brownfield Areas,
Wellfield Protection Areas and NFCs/EEL Properties

11
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Sale Information:

ale Date: 111976

ale Amount: 5292 500

ale O/R: 00000-0000

ales

\walification Sales which are qualified
escription:

View Additional Sales

Additional Information:

lick here to see mare information for this
roperty:

ommunity Development District
ommunity Redevelopment Area
mpowerment Zone

nterprise Zone

oning Land Use

rban Development Boundary
oning
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| Disclaimer | Quick Start |

Welcome to Miami-Dade County's GIS

Mmiamidade

development of property improvements.

Please wisit our G153 Self Service website for rmore inforrmation.

Continue

Miami-Dade County provides this website a5 a public service to its residents and visitors.
The County is continually editing and updating Gl data to improve positional accuracy
and information. Mo warranties, expressed or implied, are provided for the positional or
thematic accuracy of the data herein, its use, or its interpretation. Although it is periodically
updated, this information may not reflect the data currently on file at Miami-Dade County
and the County assumes no liability either for any errors, omissions, or inaccuracies in the
infarmation provided regardless of the cause of such or for any decision made, action
taken, or action not taken by the user in reliance upon any information provided herein.

The Enwironmental Considerations Application (ECA) informs citizens (businesses and
homeowners) of potential environmental considerations that may affect future on-site

Some of the GIS datasets presented in this website are available for free download.
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A8 These Environmental Considerations are applicable to the selected location

Wellfield Protection Areas (WPA) Wetland Areas of Concern (Wetland AOC)

Name: northwest The areas shown on this map are approximate Flood Zone: AH
houndaries and are not intended to represent the

extent or limits of all wetlands, nor to convey that all
lands within these areas contain wetlands. This map

Nghould not be used to determine the location of




GIS Layer Disclaimer:

The areas shown on this map are approximate
boundaries and are not intended to represent the
extent or limits of all wetlands, nor to convey
that all lands within these areas contain
wetlands. This map should not to be used to
determine the location of jurisdictional wetlands
for reqgulatory purposes, but instead as a
guidance In assisting the reviewer to determine if
further investigation into the property conditions

IS warranted.
16
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A8 These Environmental Considerations are applicable to the selected location

Wellfield Protection Areas (WPA) Wetland Areas of Concern (Wetland AOC) Flood Zones

Name: northwest The areas shown on this map are approximate Flood Zone: AH
houndaries and are not intended to represent the ‘

extent or limits of all wetlands, nor to convey that all
lands within these areas contain wetlands. This map

should not be used to determine the location of
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Environmental Considerations

The Envirenmental Considerations GI5 (ECG Tool) was built to help identify what types of environmental gesgraphic
data may be found at specific locations. When determining whether to buny or build on a property, residents,

visitors and business owners should consider what potential environmental impacts, if any, there might be to the
property. The ECG can assist with providing a general idea of "What's in My Ares” and provide nesded answers fora
spetific location "Before ou Build™ or "Before Y ou Buy/Locate™ a property in Miami-Drade County.

The ECG is intended to assist citzens obtain general information, and is not meant as a sole information source for
decision making. Citzens are encouraged to follow up with respective environmental programs within the
Environmentsl Resources Management for clarty and to receive details and assistance when making decisions
based on the supplied information.

If you are visiting this page for the first time, please use the ECG Tool to determine which environmental considaration
may be applicable to your specific property address.

The ECG Tool covers the following areas:

Fleod Protection

-

L ]

. 3| Wetlands
= Environmentalhy Endangered Lands
» Contaminated Sites
-

.

-

L]

Superfund Sites

sl Aress

Id Protection Aress
Matural Forest Communities

For meore information abouwt the ECG, email dermi@miamidade gov.

Resources

= Permits

= Plan Review

= Public Records
= EQCE Hearings

= Wellfield Protection Areas ma
= Paying Fees & Citations
= Contact Us
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For more information aboutthe ECG, email derm@miamidade.gov.

Flood Protection

Miami-Dade County is particularly susceptible to flooding from major rain events. Learn more about flood protection.
"top

Freshwater Wetlands

Freshwater wetlands are a major element of the South Florida landscape, providing vital functions that are essential to
the health and welfare ofthe people of Miami-Cade County. Wetland areas in Miami-Dade provide direct recharge of
water to the Biscayne Aquifer, filtering and replenishing the County's major source of drinking water. Moreaver, the
wetlands serve to purify surface and ground waters, provide storage capacity for localized flooding, and provide habitat
for wildlife - including many rare and endangered species.

Before conducting any work - including clearing, dredging, plowing, filling or any other alteration of a property that
contains freshwater wetlands - a Class [V Permit will be required.

Formore information, or to request a formal wetlands determination for a specific property, call 305-372-6585 or email
dermwetlands@miamidade.qov.

» Read mare ahout Freshwater Wetlands
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